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Sunday 27th April 2025
The Second Sunday of Easter

Gospel Reading	
John 20.19-31
Jesus Appears to the Disciples
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’
Jesus and Thomas
24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’
26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 27 Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ 28 Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 29 Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’
The Purpose of This Book
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
Other Readings: Acts 5.27-32       
Psalm 118.14-29 or Psalm 150  
Revelation 1.4-8
Homily
This morning, we are reminded of the story that gave St Thomas the name he is often known by - Doubting Thomas.
A week after the resurrection, the rest of the disciples speak with great excitement about their encounter with the risen Jesus, how he came among them in that locked room and shared his peace with them.  But Thomas, who was annoyingly elsewhere at the time, finds this news incredibly hard to take in and refuses outright to believe what Peter and the others are telling him. ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails on his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails, and my hand in his side, I will not believe. ’ 
There are so many questions left for Thomas after Jesus’ resurrection. We could probably imagine what some of them might be. Firstly, a report of a missing body from Peter and the disciple we know simply as the one whom Jesus loved. Who had taken it? Where was it now? 
Then Mary reports that she met with Jesus in the garden—but if that was true, how did she not recognise him straight away? Then all of the disciples, except, of course, poor Thomas, said they were in a locked room when Jesus appeared amongst them. 
How did Jesus get in? Perhaps they were just dreaming? Surely it can’t actually be Jesus, thinks Thomas, if he can get through a locked door? And then Jesus tells them not to be afraid when they have witnessed for themselves the despair and pain of Jesus’ awful death on Good Friday? Do not be afraid? Really?
And perhaps it’s the same for us. Because Scripture does not give us easy answers to a lot of these questions. The resurrection happened in the dark when no one was looking. It seems even Jesus’ friends did not recognise him at first. It was certainly a real, bodily resurrection – we know this from the invitation of Jesus when he meets Thomas and asks him to touch his wounds; the breakfast Jesus shares with his friends on the beach; the bread he breaks with the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. 
But also, amongst these ordinary, earthly gestures – there remains much mystery. 
We, like Thomas, are often left with more questions than answers! But maybe that’s ok.
Throughout the bible, when people encounter God they rarely understand. They argue, they wrestle, they tell him it’s not fair, they even tell him he’s not there. But, in spite of these very human reactions, God in all of it remains the same. 
He continues to call and transform the lives of ordinary people like you and me. He continues to offer hope when hope seems far away, and despite our protests, unbelief and doubts, to offer unconditional love and forgiveness.
He gives us the strength to navigate the tricky paths of life and that is real and tangible evidence for the truth of the resurrection. That each of those disciples who ran from the cross in terror, who locked themselves away in a room in fear, who walked the long road away from Jerusalem despite having heard rumours that Christ was alive, who were lost in grief and gave up being followers and went back to being fisherman – everyone of those lives were transformed when they encountered the risen Jesus for themselves. 
Thomas, tradition tells us, despite his initial doubts, left everything he knew and went to India and is the treasured father of the church there. So perhaps the miracle of the resurrection is the miracle we see in lives that have been touched by a single encounter with Christ. That’s not to say these lives no longer have questions or uncertainties, but that just as a crumb of bread is all we need at the altar to strengthen us, so too a crumb of faith can power a person to do amazing things. 
As we heard Jesus say to Thomas – “blessed are those who have not seen, and yet still believe”. 
Despite our questions, our doubts, may we be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit and know that every crumb of faith we have is blessed by Christ. 
May we have the courage, like Peter in our reading from Acts, to stand up and be counted for the sake of the one who gave his life for us, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. And we pray that he may use each of us to be people of love, compassion and forgiveness as we navigate the path he leads us along as his disciples today. 
Conversation Questions
1. What doubts or fears do you have that you might like to bring to the risen Jesus this week?
2. How could you turn those doubts into faith?
3. Is there anything else from the passage not already discussed that speaks to you? What is it?
4. What will you do this week in your Monday-to-Saturday ministry in response to what you have heard today? #everydayfaith

Prayer
Spend some time in prayer, responding to what you have heard today and listening to what God might be saying to you. 

Collect of the day

Almighty Father,
you have given your only Son to die for our sins
and to rise again for our justification:
grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness
that we may always serve you
in pureness of living and truth;
through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

(or)

Risen Christ,
for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred:
open the doors of our hearts,
that we may seek the good of others
and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace,
to the praise of God the Father.
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